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When we think about globalization with the eyes and 
heart of a sovereign mission God, we must recognize the 
vast opportunities before us as God is moving His people 
around the world, bringing the gospel with them in new 
and diff erent ways. Globalization and Its Eff ects on Urban 
Ministry in the 21st Century is an attempt to broaden the 
views of individuals and institutions alike to what God is 
doing around the world and how He is accomplishing His 
purposes through globalization. Th e book is organized around 
the four overarching themes of globalization, reconciliation, 
church planting, and leadership development.

Subtitled: Six Contemporary Cases, this work applies contemporary 
sociological, theological, and New Testament insights to better 
understand how God’s people can, do, and should interact in 
the fi eld, thereby laying the groundwork for better multicultural 
approaches to mission partnership. Six evangelical anthropologists 
and theologians also show that faithfulness in mission requires 
increased attention to local identities, cultural themes, and 
concerns, including the desire to grow spiritually through direct 
engagement with God’s word. In this context, failure to attend 
to power imbalances can stunt spiritual and leadership growth. 
Attending to those imbalances should make Christian churches 
more truly brothers and sisters in Christ.

Subtitled: Six Contemporary Cases, this work applies contem-
porary sociological, theological, and New Testament insights 
to better understand how God’s people can, do, and should 
interact in the fi eld, thereby laying the groundwork for better 
multicultural approaches to mission partnership. Th e au-
thors—six evangelical anthropologists and theologians—also 
show that faithfulness in mission requires increased attention 
to local identities, cultural themes, and concerns, including 
the desire to grow spiritually through direct engagement with 
God’s word. In this context, failure to attend to power imbal-
ances can stunt spiritual and leadership growth. Attending 
to those imbalances should make Christian churches more 
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Eff ective Engagement in Short-term Missions represents the single 
most ambitious eff ort to date to understand and improve upon 
patterns of ministry in STM. In six sections, the authors explore 
topics such as the links between STM and older patterns of 
long-term missions; engagement with people of other cultures; 
international partnerships; specialized ministries such as medical 
missions; legal and fi nancial liabilities; and last but not least, 
the impact of STM on participants. Th e goal of this book is to 
improve the ways in which STM is carried out and to improve 
the understandings needed on the part of all who engage in the 
ministry. In short, this book attempts to provide a knowledge 
base for those who provide leadership within the short term 
missions movement.

Th is is the sixth volume in a series produced from the 
annual SEANET Missiological Forum held in Chiang Mai, 
Th ailand. All authors included here write from many years 
of experience as Evangelical mission theologians, scholars, 
pastors and practitioners working within Asian urban 
Buddhist contexts. Th is book is divided into three sections 
with the fi rst focused on foundational issues of ministry 
within the framework of Asian Buddhist cities. Th e second 
section includes four chapters addressing several contextual 
issues specifi c to peoples within Asian Buddhist cities. Th e 
fi nal section includes three chapters on the topic of strategic 
means of evangelization found useful in specifi c Asian urban 
Buddhist contexts.
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Best Practices in Frontier Mission: Hype or Hope? 

Best Practices” sounds a bit presumptuous, don’t you think? It sounds like 
the latest slick technique, or an idealistic “how to.” I mean, can we really 
pin down the way God works across frontier fields? Hold that question a 

moment and glance over your shoulder, back a few decades to the seventies, when 
we were hearing new questions and theories about contextualized Muslim ministry. 
It seemed all we had was theory, for the tumultuous sixties had erased any hope for 
sending personnel. But a whole new generation of mission personnel arose in the 
eighties, and many of them carried these new ideas with them. Of course, it did 
seem like God’s kairos moment in certain Muslim contexts, and we’ve seen harvest 
among Muslims like never before in history. But notice, we’ve journeyed through a 
research cycle over the past decades, and there now exists new and crucial data from 
across the Muslim world, data that can inform practice. Our last few issues of IJFM 
have, like a gourmet meal, tried to serve up some these findings, these “fruitful prac-
tices,” which, through the Holy Spirit, seem to be living up to the name (see 26:1-3).

At the recent ISFM meetings in Orlando, we let the Fruitful Practice Research team 
present the discipline of “knowledge stewardship” behind their perceptive research 
(pp. 159-63). Could this cluster of simple disciplines prove crucial to the missiological 
maturation of frontier ministries? Could it speed the learning curve of ministries 
within other major religious spheres? Could it potentially strengthen any outflow from 
the global mission gatherings in 2010? Time and loving practice will tell. 

Ministries in other major religious spheres may have yet to see the emergence of such 
fruitfulness for their study, but they do have data-filled history, and Parimal Roy 
offered the ISFM participants his reflective probe into the pilgrimage of a key Hindu 
follower of Christ (pp. 165-70). This kind of historical study is theory tested in retro-
spect, a candid and painful reminder of the myriad complexities of that world. And 
whatever you do, don’t miss H. L. Richard’s impassioned response (pp. 171-74).

This issue has brought to print two ISFM discussions on “Unpacking the Insider 
Paradigm” (pp. 175-80), and, in much abbreviated form, the ensuing panel discus-
sion with the plenary speakers (pp. 183-87). You can’t miss the dynamism of these 
discussions as they wrestle with syncretism, contextualization and the formation of 
identity in Christ on the frontiers. This interaction is the signature purpose of the 
ISFM and of this journal.

Now for something a little different. Rick Love, in a short background piece  
(p. 188), introduces us to “Grace and Truth,” a new collaborative document that 
reexamines our attitudes and practices vis-à-vis our Muslim neighbors (pp. 189-98). 
A condensed derivative Affirmation has garnered the support of a number of signato-
ries, a partial list of which appears in this IJFM (p. 199). We think it embodies some 
of the practices we’ve been discussing recently; see if you don’t agree.

Enjoy, 

Brad Gill (sitting in for Rory Clark)

Associate for Editorial Relations, IJFM

2010 President, ISFM
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